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Having been driven back by the local militia, guarding the water route to 
Elkton, the enemy attempted to advance on the county seat by land. At White 

Hall, the home of Frisby Henderson, they tried to induce Henderson to lead 

them to town. . .. When he refused, one of his slave girls volunteered to be 
their guide. Instead of leading them to Elkton, the slave led them to Cedar 
Point, which was just opposite Fort Hollingsworth at Elk Landing. The British 
who were not up for a good fight hastily retreated back to the waiting barges 
and rowed back to their waiting schooner which retreated back to the rest of 

the fleet near Turkey Point. (Leith, 20 I 0) 

Frenchtown 

By 1812, Frenchtown was an important link in the north-south travel route. As 

early as 1775, there was regular stage service between New Castle, a jolting 

seventeen-mile passage over unimproved roads that connected with the relatively 

comfortable packet boats on the Delaware and Elk rivers. By 1809, the demand for an 

improved road between the two rivers led to the creation of the New Castle and 

Frenchtown Turnpike. When the war arrived on the Bay there were storehouses or 

depots with supplies useful to the military. (U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1972) 
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Figure 1. 1803 Latrobe Map of Frenchtown, Showing possible placement of a canal. Note the 
roads on right side of map. One leads to Cedar Point and the other to Henderson's (Latrobe, 
1803) 

Henderson 

Frisby Henderson, the son of Thomas and Hannah, was born at Frenchtown on June 

16, 1767. His father was a Revolutionary soldier, a captain, who died while on Military duty 
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Secondary Sources 

George Johnston's History of Cecil County notes a slave woman's involvement in the 

skirmish. Failing to advance on Elkton by way of the Elk River, the author says the English 

landed at White Hall, where they tried to induce Frisby Henderson, Esq., to show them the 

road to Elkton. " ... but failing this, they took one of the female slaves, with them, and tried 

to bribe her to act as their guide. She took them to Cedar Point opposite Fort Hollingsworth, 

then in command of Captain Henry Bennett, who opened fire upon them and they made a 

hasty retreat ... " (Johnston, 1881) 

In the middle of the 20
th 

century, another Cecil County writer, Alice Miller, uses a 

similar narrative: 

"They landed on the other side of the river at White Hall, then owned by 
Frisby Henderson. Here they bribed the female slave to act as their guide to 
Elkton. She fooled the British by taking them to Cedar Point opposite Fort 
Hollingsworth at Elk Landing. The militia immediately opened fire and the 
invaders beat a hastily retreat. The attempt upon Elkton had been frustrated. 
(Miller, 1947) 

Conclusions 

This investigation confirms that an African-American, female by the name of Hetty or 

Hettie lived in Cecil County for most of the 19th century. Multiple sources, including census 

records, a death notice and independent newspaper reports, strongly support the conclusion. 

There is some data to support the assumption that she is present when the 

British come up the River and is involved in the advance on Elkton. Two competing, 

independent newspapers report accounts in similar ways at different times. When the first 

narrative was published, there were people alive who would have remembered the incident 

and challenged the framework, if it contained major errors. Competing newspapers were 

cross-referenced for verification, but nothing opposing or supporting the narratives were 

found. These papers were fiercely competitive and would usually challenge major errors 

produced by opposing weekly. Racine's story is problematic and should not be accepted as 

validated evidence, despite its colorful narrative. 

As for her life's story, Hetty appears to have been born in the 1790s. There are 

indictors that she worked as a slave for Henderson, but harvested data has not concretized 
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that assumption. ln fact the entire matter of her ownership as a slave and her manumission is 

a troubling problem in this study, for there is no data to support those assertions (see 

discussion of study for more details). By 1850 she is living with Dr. Carter and routinely 

shows up in the Decennial Census. The elderly woman dies in 1873. 

Table 2, Timeline 

1790-1795 Hetty born, according to census records 

1813, April Hetty is present when British burn Frenchtown and has involvement with enemy 

1850 She lives wih Dr. Carter (census) 

1860 She describers the burning of Frenchtown in a story published in the 

Cecil Whig. 

1873 Hetty dies and is somewhere between 90 and I 00 years old 

Recommendations for Additional Research & Discussion of Study 

I. While this study supplements the story about Elk Landing during the War of 1812, a

consensus determination on what happened at Elk Landing during late April 1813

should be created to serve as a baseline guidance document for interpretation, one that

outlines the basics of the incursion at the Landing and provides standard, core

information to serve as talking points for guides and interpreters. HELF shares a

number of its research documents from an array of sources but these materials have

not be consolidated to create Elk Landing's primary story. HELF has many readily

available documents, which will allow it to come to an agreement on what happened

at the confluence of the Big and Little Elk creeks. This examination is central to the

development of characters as it needed as the foundation for program development.

2. A significant problem with this story is the gap created by missing evidence

associated with her ownership and manumission, data which one would expect to

find.

3. A careful attempt was made to locate supporting evidence of slave ownership, but

none was found. Perhaps a more comprehensive, broader, more universal search will
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unearth something in the future in the local records in Delaware and Maryland. Both 

states must be considered as Boulden is a common surname across the state line and 

Henderson has interests in Delaware. In addition, Henderson worships at Pencader 

Hundred. A broader search for her ownership under Boulden should also be done, 

although the legal records were checked for a Hetty (or similar name) Boulden 

without success. 

4. Alice Miller cites some sources that should be checked. Specifically in her telling of

the slave story she cites the papers of Governor Groome, without indicating the

location of the files. The Society was checked, but the manuscripts are not located

there. It is recommended that searches be made of the Maryland Archives and the

Maryland Historical Society.
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